Introduction

One of the fundamental innovations of the 2005 Cameroonian Criminal Procedure
Code 1 is the harmonisation of juvenile justice within the country. Before this Code came into being, juvenile justice was somewhat different in the English-speaking and
French-speaking regions of the country. In the anglophone regions the major source of procedural law in juvenile justice matters was the Criminal Procedure Ordinance. Garner Black's Law Dictionary 871.
13
Under the standard of the United Nations, the age limit will depend on the particularities of various legal systems. There is therefore provision for a wide variety of ages coming under this definition, ranging from 7 to 18 years. See United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice (Beijing Rules) (1985) .
14 Section 2 Nigerian Children and Young Persons Ordinance Cap 32 of 1958. Under this Ordinance there were two classes of juveniles: Children and Young Persons. Children were further divided into three subclasses: i) a child or children under the age of 7; (ii) a child or children over 7 but under 12; and (iii) a child or children between 12 and 14. 15 See s 80 of the Cameroonian Penal Code, which classifies minor offenders into three groups: below 10 years, doli in capax -incapable of criminal intention; 10-14 years attracts only special measures; 14-18 years diminished responsibility.
Rights of the Child provides the conditions under which a child may be tried for an offence. It provides inter alia:
(1) States parties recognize the right of every child alleged as accused of, or recognized as having infringed the penal law to be treated in a manner consistent with the promotion of the child's sense of dignity and worth, which reinforces the child's respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms for others and which takes into account the child's age and the desirability of promoting the child's reintegration and the child's assuming a constructive role in society.
By article 700 (1) For a fine discussion on the concept of bail, see Ewang Sone "Differing Conceptions of when he is required to do so; a recognizance entered into by his father, mother, guardian or custodian to guarantee his appearance in court when so required; and an oral engagement by any person worthy of trust, guaranteeing the juvenile's appearance in court.
3.3
The court with competent jurisdiction in matters of juvenile delinquency A Juvenile Court is a special court constituted to try juveniles for certain offences.
45
They are courts of criminal jurisdiction for the trial of children and young persons. In case the Assessors who are summoned fail to be present during the deliberations, the President of the court shall after ascertaining their absence sit alone and refer to this fact in his judgment
52
. In every situation a special register shall be kept containing all decisions taken relating to infants less than 18 years old.
53
Generally speaking the hearing of any matter in which a juvenile is implicated shall be in camera. 54 The only persons entitled to attend the hearing shall be the parents, the infant's custodian or guardian and the witnesses, counsel, the representatives of services or institutions dealing with problems relating to children and probation officers. 55 However, the presiding magistrate may: a) authorise the presence of the representative of organisations responsible for the protection of human rights and the right of the child at hearings; or (b) read out the statement of the social welfare officer drawn up pursuant to section 701 of the CPC and put any question relevant to this information either to the infant himself or to his parents or guardian. The presiding magistrate may at any time request the infant to withdraw during all or part of the hearing. 57 He may likewise order the witnesses to withdraw after giving evidence.
58
Applicable measures and penalties which could be imposed on a juvenile
The Court of First Instance can impose punishments on juveniles found guilty of the offence charged. The following punishments may be imposed: the juvenile or the juvenile and his parents may be ordered to enter into a recognizance to be of good behaviour; 59 the juvenile may be placed under the supervision of a probation officer, a relative or other fit person; the juvenile may be sent to a corrective institution, such as a borstal institute; or the juvenile and his parents may be ordered to pay fines, damages or costs.
Section 724 of the CPC requires that if a minor aged fourteen years or less is found guilty, the court shall admonish him before ordering one of the following measures:
entrusting the infant to the custody of his parents, guardian, custodian or to any trustworthy person; placing him on probation; placing him in a vocational or health centre; placing him in a specialised institution; or requiring him to enter into a preventive recognizance.
The specialised institutions where a juvenile can be placed in When the court decides to place a minor in one of the reformatory centres, the minor shall be in custody until the end of his education or until he attains civil majority.
62
Any minor placed in an authorised institution, except where he has been granted leave of absence by the director thereof, shall be deemed to be in a state of legal detention and shall be arrested by warrant in the event of escape and sent back to the institution. 63 The court may, however, before a decision on the merits, order provisional probation for a particular length of time as an observation period.
64
In the case where a minor aged more than 14 years but less than 18 years is found guilty, the court shall by a reasoned decision pass a sentence of a fine or there is a right which is peculiar to the juvenile offender. The rights of a juvenile under the Cameroonian criminal justice system include the following:
Common rights enjoyed by juvenile and adult offenders
The common rights which the juvenile enjoys with adult offenders in Cameroon include the following: 
The right to presumption of innocence
The right to remain silent
Any juvenile who is arrested or detained shall have the right to remain silent or avoid answering any question until after consultation with a legal practitioner or any person of his own choice. The law permits the juvenile to remain silent during preliminary inquiry until the arrival of his lawyer, so as to better prepare his defence. 
The right to be brought promptly before a court
Every juvenile arrested for a criminal offence has the right to be brought promptly before a court. An assessment of "promptness" has to be made in the light of the object and purpose of this requirement, which is to protect the individual against 
The right to counsel
Everybody should be informed of the right to be assisted by a lawyer upon arrest. 81 A juvenile has the right to communicate with his lawyer during preliminary inquiry.
Under section 172(1) of the CPC, counsel for the juvenile shall have the right to defend his client whenever he appears before the Examining Magistrate. He shall be informed of the matter in writing at least 48 hours before the preliminary inquiry, in case he resides within the seat of the court; where he resides outside the seat of the court he must be informed at least 72 hours previously.
82
During the full trial, the juvenile shall be assisted by counsel or by any other person who is a specialist in the protection of children's rights. 83 Where the juvenile has no counsel, the court shall of its own motion assign one to him. When an interpreter does not give a true and faithful interpretation, any party to the proceeding may point this out and move the court to have the interpreter replaced.
96
The court may also of its own motion point out an interpretation which is not true and faithful and shall proceed to replace the interpreter after having heard the parties. 
The right peculiar to juvenile offenders
The right to privacy is peculiar to juvenile offenders standing trial. By section 720 of the CPC any proceedings concerning, involving and against a juvenile must be heard in camera, that is, in closed courts. The only persons entitled to attend the hearing shall be the parents, the infant's custodian or guardian, and the witnesses, counsel, the representatives of services or institutions dealing with problems relating to children and probation officers. 
Juveniles allowed to associate with adult offenders
Young persons arrested by the police and the gendarmerie are detained in the same police cells as adult offenders. It is to be recalled that these cells are usually filled with hardened criminals who routinely recount frightening stories of burglary and murder in the presence of juveniles. Furthermore minors who are in pre-trial detention are sometimes sent to prisons where adult offenders are found. Minors may consequently learn some bad habits from seasoned criminals before they get out of prison. It is suggested in this connection that when it is necessary to incarcerate children under 18 years they should not be detained in a common jail with adults. Neither should convicted children under18 years old be incarcerated in a common jail with adult offenders. They should be sent to a reformatory school. A specialised child police unit should be created in every police station, which would help facilitate the bail process of detained minors and also help in the prompt notification of the detention to parents of the minor.
5.3
The continuous use of the expressions "conviction" and "sentence" For a fine discussion on this point, see Mukete "Rights of the Juvenile Delinquent" 47-49. 106 Mukete "Rights of the Juvenile Delinquent" 47-49.
107
As discussed in Mukete "Rights of the Juvenile Delinquent" 48.
108
As discussed in Mukete "Rights of the Juvenile Delinquent" 48. The Ordinance divided juveniles into two classes: children and young persons.
117
Children were further divided into three subclasses: (1) 
5.6
The lack of basic knowledge of juvenile justice by judicial police officers
The police are the biggest, most visible and most important sub-system of the criminal justice system. 123 The police provide the entry point into the criminal justice system either through crime reports from the public or their own discovery. 124 The policeman is the "gate-keeper of the justice system". He decides who goes into the system, and his decision has wide implications for the other components of the system. understand that the deprivation of liberty of a minor must be a last resort, must last for the shortest possible period of time, and must be limited to exceptional cases.
Priority should be given to a speedy trial to avoid unnecessarily lengthy detention periods.
Conclusion
An attempt has been made in this article to examine juvenile justice in Cameroon 50 years after independence. There is a uniform system of juvenile justice throughout 
Register of legislation
